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Definition

A body of knowledge (BOK or BoK) is the 
complete set of concepts, terms and 
activities that make up a professional 
domain, as defined by the relevant learned 
society or professional association



CartoBoK – a long term project

Several people in ICA have been engaged in the concept
over many years…..



CartoBoK – the knowledge in ICA
• Collection of concepts, terms and activities from ICA 

commissions and working groups
• The engagement in the commissions for CartoBoK is 

varying
• A few commissions have been very active
• Person-dependent 



Concept – sub-concept

LivingTextbook

https://ltb.itc.utwente.nl/page/659/dashboard


Linked Structure



Circle concept



Campaignes for extending the content in 
CartoBoK
• Collecting keywords from the Commisions (previous period)

 - Successful – most Commission contributed
• Web based form for the collection of definitions, closer explanation, 

examples etc. of three of the keywords for each Commission 
(previous period)

- less successful. Contribution from 4-5 Commission. Excellent 
from two of them

• New web-based collection, asking for only definition of concepts of 
central concepts related to the Commission. Personal email to 
Commission Chairs.
 - Some contributions – but not overwhelming

• Extending the content by the use of AI (ChatGPT) and the keywords 
from the Commissions



Collected cartographic «keywords» related to 
the different ICA Commissions



Example from the Mountain Cartography Commission



AI generated description of Concepts

LivingTextbook



AI generated description of Concepts

LivingTextbook



Concept  –  sub-concept

LivingTextbook

https://ltb.itc.utwente.nl/page/659/dashboard


AI generated description of Concepts

LivingTextbook

https://ltb.itc.utwente.nl/page/659/dashboard


AI generated content
• Is the description correct?
• Is the content objective?
• Is the description sufficient?
• Is it possible to structure together with other information?
• Is using ChatGPT cheating?



Future tasks
• Evaluate the level of knowledge
• Evaluate the connections in the LivingTextBoK
• Evaluate the use of AI when describing concepts
• Discuss boundaries for CartoBoK
• Collect more concepts
• Establish an hierachical visualization



https://bok.cartography.no

More information can be found at

https://bok.cartography.no/


Thank you for your attention!
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